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SEASONS GREETING
New Year
It is a new year meaning all things new. For
some it means adhering to a set of New Year’s
resolutions, be it joining the gym, committing
100% into one’s academics or simply joining a
book club. As a Christian I most simply believe
as we go into a new year the best approach is
to let live and let God. It is vital to remain in
the house of the Lord and to be open to new
challenges and new adventures otherwise life
wouldn’t be so natural and supreme. This is
the time to speak to the almighty to assist in
goals that are set in place for the year ahead,
be it Graduation, academic life, relationships
and various other goals and missions.

I would like to wish you all a new and splendid
year ahead.

–Busiswa Ngqameni

1

Clothed in Love
“A home away from home” is the popular phrase that is greatly associated with the Anglican
Students’ Society (AnSoc). I got to experience this phrase mentioned above at AnSoc when
I got to the University of Cape Town in 2011, as a first year student from Polokwane. At this
society I was welcomed, with warmth. If there was one word I could use to describe my
experience, it would be LOVE; I was showered with truck-loads of love. UCT AnSocers truly
live up to this phrase, despite trials which may arise.
I had been exposed to AnSoc Limpopo
throughout my high school life, I had
enjoyed their activities, but most
importantly, I had been fascinated with
their vibrant worship to the King of Kings.
They had so much
fun
during
their
worship,
and
honestly, this had
been
what
had
attracted me to find
and join an AnSoc
when I arrived in
Cape Town. Due to
all this excitement
and zeal, I had
expectations. I was,
unfortunately
disappointed as my
expectations
were
not met. The type of
activities
and
worship was very
different to what had
anticipated.
This
saddened
and
discouraged
me
dismally. This then
resulted
in
me
attending the AnSoc
services minimally. However, during this
time, whenever I went to the services, I
would receive warmth from the older
members. I remember one incident vividly,
when one of the older members was
asking about my academics.

really difficult to adjust to varsity life. She
looked like she really seemed to genuine
care about my well-being. After that
service, I felt so much better.
The year then flew by
like a rocket, before I
knew it, it was election
time. I was selected as
the
chairperson
for
2011/2012. During my
term, I faced a lot of
challenges, the main
problem
being
membership
commitment. This then
hindered progress of the
society. There were two
people that maintained
me during this time: God
and the support from
two amazing people
whom I think are worthy
to
be
mentioned,
Tshenolo Tau and Carol
Hartley. I leaned on
God’s love; He would
not have permitted me
to lead these people if
He did not think that I
had the capability of doing so. This very
attitude helped me trust in Him like I had
never before. The two individuals
mentioned above, were with me all the
way. Whenever, I needed to ask anything,
they were just a call (Call-back at times)
away. This made things easier for me.

The Lord knew I needed to talk to
someone at that time, as I was finding it
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I would like to conclude with the following: Love covers all, Love is everything, and it is
stronger than any challenge and a great tool to overcome. Jesus told His disciples that the
world will only know that they are His if they love one another (John 13:35) other, that is, of
we are clothed in love. AnSocers love each other so that the world should know that you
belong to Jesus.
By Karabo Sebopa UCT
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

What Makes a True Leader? - Perspective from
the Regional Chairperson
What characteristics distinguish a true leader from
someone merely occupying a leading position?
"What makes a person a true leader?"
June 2012 was the month where students
in higher education institutions in
Namibia,
Angola,
Mozambique,
Swaziland, Lesotho and South Africa
gathered at Thubalethu High School in
Fort Beaufort-Eastern Cape (SA) yet for
another conference which have particular
Annual General Meeting (AGM) slot for
electing the Leadership of the Anglican
Student Federation (ASF) of the Anglican
Church of Southern Africa. So it’s a fitting
time to explore the qualities of true
leadership. And it is also a hard time for
the Anglican Student Federation in
Southern Africa to do its own
introspection to save the soul of the
federation and the essence of Anglicanism

among students. Every year God allows
the Anglican Student Federation to learn
the hard lessons of world politics or
campus party politics (i.e. SASC0 and
PASMA). Each party extols its candidate
and promotes deleterious, harmful stories
about its rival, chauvinistically, though for
ASF it is more about regions as was the
case in the past conference in some
instances. We need to recognise that the
way of the world is highly corrosive and
destructive – while God’s way of serving
and sacrificing for others is constructive
and healing (Hebrew 8: 1 – 12)

How, then, is a true leader identified? The following characteristics – again, not
comprehensive – are taken from scriptural teachings and biblical examples.
• True leaders begin with humility: Humility is the singular key to divine knowledge, spiritual
understanding and godly wisdom. Without humility, one cannot be taught. If one is not
teachable, he or she cannot learn and grow. Godly wisdom, riches and honour begin with
humility toward our creator, Sustainer and Saviour (Proverbs 15:33; 22:4). Only a humble
person can be taught God’s words of eternal life to then be able share them with others.
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• True leaders love people: God has placed human beings on the earth to learn to love Him
and each other, unconditionally. If we can learn the great lesson of loving our neighbour,
encapsulated in the last six of the Ten Commandments, then we are indeed true leaders of and
for God.
• True leaders are inclusive: This is in accordance with God’s creation of all people in His
image and His intent to save everyone who does not ultimately reject Him. If the inclusive
leader sees some who are shy or passive, he/ she tries to bring them into the group and
encourages them to share themselves with others.
• True leaders serve others: God intends all true leaders to serve others, not to seek to be
served by them. Jesus said He came to serve, not to be served, and we are to follow His
example (Luke 22: 26 – 27; 1 Peter 2: 21 - 23). Anyone who understands God’s purpose for
humankind knows that serving others is the sure road to spiritual and everlasting success.
God will ultimately raise human beings who unconditionally and faithfully serve others to
His level of existence forever.
• True leaders aren’t envious of others: Envy can and will consume a person who aspires to
lead others for the wrong reasons. Often people go through their entire lives not realising that
they are envious of others’ successes, though others may see it. Envy is defined as resentment
against another believed to enjoy an advantage. Envy doesn’t come from God but his envy of
humankind’s ultimate destiny (Job1: 8 – 11; 1 Corinthians 6:3; Hebrew 1: 13 - 14).
• True leader’s value and strive for good character: Good character is difficult to come by
because it does not come naturally. It comes through self – denying sacrifice in serving God
and others (Matthew 16: 24 – 25) persevering even through hardship (Romans 5:4). True
character comes from God (James 1: 17). It’s learned (Hebrew5:14) on a daily basis (2
Corinthians 4: 16) by striving to overcome the evil downward pulls of one’s human nature
with God’s help through Christ (Galatians 2: 20).
• True leaders emulate great leaders: True leaders are made, not born. Indeed, truly great
leaders follow the greatest of all leaders ever born, Jesus the Christ, the very Son of God the
Father. He led the way in loving others and laying down His life for them – as He also
expects of us (John 15: 12 – 14). This is where daily Bible study and prayer come into play.
True leadership is available only in and through God’s Word.
Think about this, if you’re leading in ASF and you put your academics, AN’SOCs, ASF
regions and church first, you are on the road to success. God calls the weak of the world to
become spiritually strong so as to lead and teach the rest of humanity God’s true way of
living, which leads to life everlasting.
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My experience in the Western Cape Region (Skotane Region)-Themba Godfrey
Miya
In every aspect of life, one will experience change at some point. Change is
part of human growth and maturity. The year 2012 will be the year that I
will not forget because this is the year that I have gone through a drastic
change with Anglican student federation (ASF).
It came as a shock of excitement to me when I hear that I will be doing my
in-service training in Cape Town. I thought of it as a new beginning, a
transformation, a new challenge and an opportunity. Cape Town is a world
class city that is far more different from Johannesburg. The idea of me
coming to Cape Town brought doubt and excitement at the same time. The
approach that always works for me is to allow change to happen and
conform to the change. Anglican Student Federation Western Cape (ASF WC)
region has played a significant role in bringing about change in my mental,
spiritual and emotional being. I have participated in events and activities
that have changed my way of thinking.
ASF Gauteng Mpumalanga (GP/MP)
region has groomed and exposed me to
almost everything in leadership although I
am still learning and there is still a long
way to go. I have acquired knowledge
about Anglican, leadership, social skills
etc through ASF GP/MP golden region. I
began to be committed in church
activities through ASF GP/MP. My
foundation in leadership is constructed by
GP/MP and WC region is building.
My stay in Cape Town would not have
been easy if it was not for the Anglican
Student Federation. I am always looking
forward to the Sunday services and other
programs of AnSoc. Ever since my first
service that I attended with AnSoc CPUT /
UWC Bellville I felt at home and
welcomed. The service at the AnSoc CPUT
/ UWC is very accommodating and
interactive.
Life is structured in a sense that every
experience breeds growth. As an
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individual, I have grown and changed the way I perceive things. Growth in
me is caused by the fact that I am not on campus full time and I spend most
of my time in the work place. Many factors outside of ASF Western Cape
have impacted in my personal growth but ASF Western Cape has played a
central role. I have also experienced growth through the activities that I have
attended with my ASF WC. The one workshop that touched me and
challenged my perception about life is the one that took place on the 25
August 2012. The workshop was about the women in leadership and how
they can overcome the problems that life presents to them. This particular
workshop showed me that we fail to appreciate the things that we have. The
speaker spoke about her background and I reflected on my background and
realised that my background may not be good but it is better than many
people’s background. The speaker emphasised the fact that we must be
rooted in prayer.
I am glad and grateful that in my life as a student I had an opportunity to be
a member of ASF WC. I have learnt a lot in ASF WC in terms of how they do
things compared to ASF GP/MP. In WC, most of the services are on campus
and this to me is wonderful because AnSoc is able to be recognised and
plays role in the transformation of student on campus. Many AnSoc
structures attend their services outside of campuses and this poses a threat
to losing members because of the distance travelled to go to the nearest
church. On occasional basis I have visited several parishes in the Western
Cape and I felt very welcomed.
The one thing that is different from GP/MP and WC is that AnSocs at WC do
not associate themselves that much with the other youth guilds in the
parishes. There are members of AnSoc WC who attends conferences that
take place in the Western Cape dioceses but the whole AnSoc don’t actively
participate in those. There is no strong relationship with parish youth and
AnSocs. In terms of capacity building, I would recommend that AnSocs in
the Western Cape align their programs with those of the diocese youth
guilds.
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ANSOC CPUT... CAPE TOWN

After having written numerous letters to
the Diocese of Cape Town and asking the
institution to assist us to have a chaplain,
finally on the 29th July 2012 Father J.
Oliver of St Marks District six confirmed
Tata John Nongalaza as the CPUT Cape
Town Chaplain and we started having our
services and Bible studies on Thursdays
17h30 to 18h30 at the St Marks church and
working hand in hand with Mother Rev.
Mash.
We would like to thank all the Branches and Guilds
that have been with us through the hard times and
for supporting us in times of need, special thanks to
the guild of St Michaels Khayelitsha; Father Xola
Mlandu from St Peters Khayelitsha who had given
his time and support to us.
Most of all we would like to thank Ayabulela
Pinzie, Kagisho Phetlho, Bomkazi Nakeli, Solomzi
Ngezi, Abongile Mbadamane and Anathi Dywili. It
has been a very difficult year as we had to mobilize
and attend other branches functions but as from
2013 we are hoping with the new BEC (Bomkazi: Chair, Sihle “ntleza”: Secretary, Anathi:
Treasurer, Amanda: MPO, Kagisho: Additional) that all will be well.
We would like to thank everyone with their respective contributions and for having been with
us in times of need, thanks to all WC branches. With a song from our Xhosa hymn book: 297
Yesu, sendivumile ukukhonza wena; zuhlale ukufupi, Nkosi no-Mhlobo wam.
Andikoyik’ukulwa, usecaleni kwam, ndingeyilahl’indlela, xa ungu-Mgcini wam.
By: Kagisho Phetlho and Bomkazi Nakeli

7

Community of the Cross of Nails International Youth Gathering
The fourth Community of the Cross of Nails (CCN) International Youth Gathering
(IYG) under theme Generation of Hope took place on the 05 – 10 July 2012 and was
hosted by the Coventry Cathedral in the
United Kingdom. The IYG was attended
by 20 young people from Germany,
Israel/ Palestine, Belarus, Poland, Cuba,
United Kingdom, Georgia, USA, Ukraine
and South Africa. Maropeng Moholoa of
HOPE Africa represented South Africa
and Africa at the IYG.
The IYG was characterised by daily bible
studies, Morning Prayers or Eucharist
service, evening devotions, as well as
daily keynote addresses delivered by
Canon David Porter. The daily keynote
addresses were on the following:




Learning to Live with Difference &
Celebrate Diversity
Building a Culture of Peace
Healing the Wounds of History

These keynote addresses set the tone
and subject for the day. They also laid
foundation for the workshops and
seminars scheduled for each day. The IYG is grateful to have had skilled and
experienced guest speakers for the workshops and seminars. The seminars focused
on the following subjects: peace and environment, peace and gender, peace and
poverty.
The most exciting activities on the IYG programme were visits to various places of
worship almost on a daily basis. The IYG facilitators arranged visits to the following
places of worship: Coventry Hindu Temple,
Leamington Gurdwara and Stoney Stanton
Road Mosque. For most IYG delegates, it was
their first time visiting other religions’ places of
worship. During these visits, IYG delegates
were given a tour of the above places of
worship and were given a brief lecture about
the religions with a slot for questions of clarity
and general questions.
8

The IYG programme was packed and intense, however, very educational and
inspiring. The highlights include the following:





Visits to various places of worship
Coventry Cathedral Memorial Ruins Pilgrimage
Visit to National Memorial Arboretum
Rwandan genocide workshop

The nine (9) Anglican Alliance peace builders from various countries within the
Anglican Communion joined us after the Eucharist service on Sunday. The peace
builders were from the following countries: Brazil, Pakistan, DRC, Sri Lanka,
Zimbabwe and the Phillippines. They took part in some of the IYG sessions of the
programme and were able to share their experiences of peace and reconciliation
work from their countries.
The IYG provides HOPE Africa with an opportunity to put together a CCN
programme for young people and
share with dioceses and Provincial
youth structures such as the
Anglican Students’ Federation and
the Provincial Youth Council. The
proposed programme could be
implemented in 2013.
By Maropeng Moholoa
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The following poem was written by Maropeng Moholoa after Lesley Bilinda shared her personal
experience and survival of the Rwandan
genocide:
Africa I weep for you
Africa, I weep for you
I weep for you, the land of my ancestors
I weep for you in a foreign land – unable to
defend some of your actions
My heart bleeds for your heart-breaking stories
torment me
Africa, I cannot hold back but shed these tears
The tears that overpowers me with all the
deplorable memories
The memories of Rwandan genocide
The memories of civil wars that spilled blood
across our continent
The memories of apartheid South Africa and its
atrocities
The wounds of the violent xenophobic attacks
continue to haunt us
And the thought of these events repeating
themselves is petrifying
Africa, I weep for you
I weep for you with a spark of hope
For I choose to be part of a generation of hope
A generation that wants to change broken trust,
distorted truth, inequalities and fears
So that peace, justice and reconciliation may
reign in our beautiful continent
Africa, I weep for you
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Have a partner and want more: so what
for ASF members?
Have had a situation where you feel your life is incomplete and need someone or some
comfort to deal with issues that concern your personal life as young person at tertiary
institution?
The answer to this question comes in multiple folds especially in the lives of many young
people including those that are ASF members. It is with this understand in mind that ASF
Western Cape seeks to developed well rounded young people that grow to become mature
and responsible adults. For my perspective as the chairperson of the region, it is seems a very
daunting task to achieve, yet I am constantly reminded about the vision and mission of this
federation and that of the Anglican church of Southern Africa. The ASF mission statement
reads: “The Anglican Students' Federation (ASF) of the Anglican Church of Southern Africa
(ACSA) seeks to serve the needs of students and communities, to proclaim the Gospel of
Christ and to develop mature Christian students for leadership in church and society. This we
do by providing an Anglican "Home away from Home" on campus, through Bible Studies,
Worship, Workshops, Conferences and community outreach programmes. We commit
ourselves to building peace, democracy and justice in Southern Africa as well as ecumenical
and interfaith relationships.”
It is with this mission statement in mind that God has constantly remind us our ways,
behaviours and most importantly how we relate to one another matters most as Christian
family based on the Anglican ethos and values. How then do we relate to one another as
young people of ASF and what is the purpose of these relationships? Some would say “we
are brothers and sisters in Christ”, for some “we are best friends” and some view it otherwise
or in the way we behave of which all require a degree maturity and living responsible
Christian life on our campuses and communities.
Indeed relationships and the thought marring are critical phase that our young you people go
through. It is kind of situation that many ASF’ers would agree with me that it is upward or
downward trend that consume energy, time and resources. In terms of dating or relationship
things may be different based on various experience and objectives but as far as looking at
marriage as a whole it is total different story.
The worse has been multiple partners dating in modern social life yet the Bible have different
teaching. It is understood that the practise of a man having more than one wife or partner
(concubine) predates far back before the revelation of the gospel but also continued into the
Roman society during Jesus’s time. Despite this historical perspective, in the Bible no single
statement of Jesus or Apostle Paul in his letters in the New Testament completely outlawed
this approach for Christians it starts to become clear that the practise is hardly consistent with
the Christian life. A consideration of Jesus' comments in Matthew 5-7, Matthew 19:1-9 and
perhaps especially Paul's comments on marital love in 1 Corinthians 7 tells us much more.
The apostle Paul talked about either no marriage or monogamous marriage within the
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Christian life, although it is true that he never specifically refers to having to marry many
time, divorce or a man/woman who lives with a man/woman and has a sexual relationship
with him or her nevertheless is not married at all. Others have spoken in disbelief that in
Acts 15 when the disciples made a decision inspired by the Holy Spirit in finding ways to
what new gentile Christian converts most urgently needed to be warned about as being
inconsistent with the Christian life, neither multiple partners or multiple and interests driven
marriage among many other things that society and particularly young people face or do
today are mentioned, although 'sexual immorality' certainly is emphasised Acts 15:27-29.
But as far the Christian life is concerned , the New Testament gives us constant warnings
about the importance to avoid sexual immorality and about the need for Christians to display
good character and moral behaviour and today it would therefore be completely wrong for
ASF members or a Christian young man and lady to be involved in multiple partners (dating
or relationships) or even marriage: Matthew 15:19-20; Acts 15:29; 1 Corinthians 5:9-11; 6:911,13,18-20; 2 Corinthians 12:21; Galatians 5:19; Ephesians 5:3-7; Colossians 3:5-6; 1
Thessalonians 4:3-8; Jude 7; Revelation 2:14,20-21; 9:21.
Looking at the danger and temptation that many of our ASF’ers may confront or are
confronted with, the ASF-Western Cape Region held a workshop
conducted by Sergio Milandri under the theme:





“Relationships for Life". - Looking at the nature and
structure of healthy relationships and how they need to
be maintained.
“Life-giving Sexuality" - The part sex plays in healthy
relationships and its need for fidelity and growth.
"Repairing Sexual Wounds" - Finding healing and new
ways to develop intimacy.

It is with sincere conviction that the workshop provided these present
Sergio Milandri
details, techniques to health relationship although every component and subcomponent of the discussion does not feature in this article. ASF Western Cape hopes you
help mobilise and join us in the next journey on discovering more teaching and workshop
about matters that concern our daily lives as youth people.
Until next time God bless you
2 Timothy 2:22
“So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those
who call on the Lord from a pure heart.”
Nixon Tasakana
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An overview of AFS experience 2012
having entered into a space that I viewed as new,
should in fact not have been so new, as I have
experience of such when I was a student (theological)
some thirty years ago. I remember how I was looking
forward to be part of the gathering where students
from all over the Province would gather! It was an
exciting foresight as I was curious to see how things
have changed, if indeed! My golly gosh, and what a
change!
From an AnSoc branch level, I have seen how the
demographics have changed in that what once used to
be an extremely diverse gathering has in my humble
opinion changed and that many of the other cultural
representation seem to have disappeared - an area I believe need some urgent attention.
Whilst it was good to see so many young people from all over, one was also constantly
reminded that there were those who were driven by their own agendas. The latter sadly to
say to a great extent manages to derail a carefully planned and highly expensive
Conference.
I must admit that I found myself to be terribly agitated by those calling themselves "friends"
when infact they played out as foes to a fifty odd year old institution! I believe that under no
circumstances should such be allowed to continue and that we all should express our
concerned to the Bishops and Rectors of those wanting to derail and cause obstructions. I
believe that their concerns should and can be addressed in more disciplined and Godly
ways. I further have a major concern regarding the run of tomorrow's Church, if our young
and often impressionable fellows fall prey to an "unChristian" approach! The Church is not a
political party and should not be turned into one! Let our continued quest be to emulate the
Christ who is the head of the Church and so ensure a legacy for those who come after us!
God bless us all.
Wishing you all a Prosperous 2013.
The Ven. Flores Anthony, Chaplain of ANSOC UWC-CPUT
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…Sneak Preview of the year 2012…
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From The Chairpersons’ Desk
I have heard it said a number of times that
life is what we make it to be. Yet I also
know by experience that life is not an easy
road to work through but full of challenges
and choices to make. I have live with, and
read about people whose lives have either
inspired or led me to learn or lamenting. I
have learnt that the secret behind a
successful life or right living lies in a well
guided life-style. Since we are born
ignorant, our knowledge of who, what and
which way to take largely depends on the
information from parents and other people
of good will. Parenthood pertains to God
the creator and the father of all, who takes direct responsibility and full charge of
guiding everyone. He provide a manual of life, which is a must read before any one
embarks on real life issues. It is readily and systematically available in the Holy
Scriptures as well as in the experiences of ancestors that ever y society has been
blessed with.
A habitual reading and meditation of the scriptures as recommended by St. Paul,
will guide us to make the right choices. (1 Timothy 3:14-17). Reading the Bible,
praying and living according to it, protect us from the devil and strengthens us
against temptations. It is a source of strength, purification progress and
consolation. The word of God unites us to him and constitutes the main guide of
our life. “Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a man
who built his house up on the rock, says Jesus (Mathew 7:24) God is the rock. The
words of the Bible principally come from God himself, they pass a unique and
creative saving power in themselves: “for the world of God is alive and active”
(Hebrews 4:12). But God only proposes to us, he does not force us to heed his word
of life. He created free and respects our freedom. His approach is not in “dos and
don’ts” like many of us have been made to believe, but a call to establish love
relationship with everyone. For God so loved the world that he sent his only son
that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16).

-Nixon Tasakana
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From The Office of the MPO- Busiswa Ngqameni:
Special thanks to everyone who assisted by writing articles and sending in pictures and helping with
putting this newsletter together, most especially Sibongile Mtimka who assisted with putting the
newsletter together. Fill free to consult or submit any further articles to the following
Busiswaviwe@gmail.com or call 074 810 3218.

JOKE CORNER!
One day a man needed some
supplies from a Sunday school
cupboard that was seldom used and
was secured with a lock. He didn't
know the combination, but the
clergyman offered to give it a try.
Father Jack placed his fingers on
the lock's dial and raised his eyes
heavenward for a moment. Then he
confidently spun the dial and
opened the lock. Seeing how
impressed the man was with his
demonstration of faith, he smiled
and confided, "The numbers are
written on the ceiling.”

Upcoming:
9th Feb 2013 “Lift As You Rise”
10th Feb Regional Service
2nd March REC Team Building

Romans 8:38-39
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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